
Erica Reeves reports…

On the heels of Earth Day festivities 
and a landslide victory in the 
national Tap-a-Palooza challenge, 
CRC welcomed Elizabeth Royte, 
author and self-proclaimed 
“biophiliac,” to the Recital Hall stage 
in her first ever visit to Sacramento. 
In a setting reminiscent of the 
internet comedy series “Between 
Two Ferns with Zach Galifianakis,” 
Royte conversed with Students 
for a Sustainable Future club president 
Jaime Gonzalez about our most precious 
resource: water. 

Asked about the impact of her critically 
acclaimed book, Bottlemania, Royte 
replied humbly that we’ve made a lot 
of progress in the seven years since its 
original publication—but we still have a 
lot of room for improvement. She touted 
the importance of reducing and reusing 
rather than recycling and advocated 
for reusable containers filled with 
“perfectly delicious” tap water. During 
a Q&A session with audience members, 
she even gave her seal of approval to 
the Sacramento tap water she sipped 
throughout the conversation. 

After Royte touched on the dire impact of 
global warming on potable water supplies 
worldwide, she discussed more local 
issues, like the California drought and 
Sacramento’s struggle with bottled water 
companies operating near campus. Her 
response was decidedly optimistic: times 
of crisis are catalysts for change if we all 
commit to doing our part. 

Despite noting that activism plays second 
fiddle to her role as a journalist, Royte 
offered sage advice for aspiring activists: 
find the issue you’re passionate about 
and connect with like-minded people. 
Indeed, Royte’s visit leaves us all with an 
inspiring call to action—perfectly tailored 
for the collaborative spirit and thriving 
sustainability movement at CRC. ◆ 
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considers a sustainable environment as 
well as a reliable water supply.

Dr. Suddeth helped us better 
understand the economic and 
environmental costs associated with 
several of the Delta management 
plans that have recently made the 
headlines, including the previously 
voted-down peripheral canals and 
the currently debated tunnels project. 
She concluded by sharing some of the 
challenges faced in moving forward 
and her reasons for optimism for 
the future of the Delta. Although the 
missions of the different agencies 
involved vary, there are increasing 
signs of coordination amongst 
them, and in many areas, such as the 
Yolo Bypass, the Delta’s economic 
functions are being fulfilled while 
its environmental needs are being 
preserved and enriched. ◆

this hydro-engineering feat is the 
Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta.  

The stresses on the Delta are many, Dr. 
Suddeth explained. The fresh water 
that flows into the Delta provides 
water to 23 million Californians. While 
some diversions take place above the 
Delta, both Southern California and 
the Bay Area pull about 30% of their 
water supply directly from the Delta. 
The Delta also provides irrigation for 
90 different agricultural crops spread 
over 100 million acres. Beyond these 
economic demands, the Delta also 
plays a significant environmental role, 
serving a vital function for migratory 
birds, several species of endangered 
fish, including the Delta smelt and 
the Chinook salmon, as well as many 
aquatic and wetland plant species. Dr. 
Suddeth emphasized the need for a 
management plan for the Delta that 

Scott Crosier reports...

Dr. Robyn Suddeth, a hydrologist from 
UC Davis, delivered this year’s Earth 
Day keynote presentation, “The Delta 
and Sustainable Water Management in 
California.” 

Dr. Suddeth opened with a colleague’s 
observation that California seems 
especially designed for water 
engineers. While most Californians 
live in the south, she explained, 66% 
of California’s precipitation falls in 
the north. Compounding the issue, 
California’s Mediterranean climate 
leads to precipitation falling less than 
half the year. Californians, however, 
depend on water year round. And 
so, since the 1850’s, Californians 
have been manipulating, diverting, 
redirecting, and limiting the flow 
of water in the state. At the heart of 

Keynote Address Sheds Light on Water 
Management in the Delta  



Earth Day 2015

Kirk Rademaker, professional sand 
sculptor, carves a hawk out of one ton 
of sand. This event was part of the 
Figurative Art Lecture series, made 
possible by Sarma Karsiere 
and the CVPA department. 
After the sculpture naturally 
erodes, the sand will be 
repurposed for other projects 
within the District.

Left: CRC Architecture students display posters of preliminary 
designs for the Tiny House competition. The wooden structure 
in the background is a CRC entry in this year’s Design Village 
Competition at Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo.

Below: This section from a poster created for a group project in 
John Ellis’s architecture class shows one of the preliminary designs 
for the Tiny House competition.

Exhibitors line the walkway along the quad as students and 
faculty take in the offerings.
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Above Left: The SSF exhibit promotes the CRC Takes Back 
the Tap campaign.

Above Right: Future drivers from the Child Development 
Center admire an all-electric Nissan Leaf while owner 
Darell Dickey (right) looks on with CRC automotive 
professor Drew Carlson.

Right: Ariel (5) and Moses (5) share the CDC’s Earth Day 
themed bookmarks and coloring contest with the help of 
their teacher, Lora Wardlaw. All of the ideas for Earth Day 
emerged from the children’s own ideas and interests. They 
wanted the adults to color the poster and then add their 
own tip for conserving water. The children are very excited 
about judging the entries. (The deadline to turn posters in 
to the Child Development Center was May 4th. Winners 
and all other entries are now on display in the front 
windows of the CDC.)
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Below: Steven Coughran, music professor, and CRC music students kept the beat 
during the Earth Day drum circle. Coughran explained, “We were creating closed 
rhythmic cycles inspired by the tradition of Ghana in West Africa. It is said that 
animals in the forest taught our ancestors these sounds. The intention was to bring 
our world into balance by communicating back to the spirit world in this way. We 
won’t know until next year whether we helped to break the drought, but we did 
experience a wonderful sense of community.”

The CRC printing department’s annual report includes good 
news this year.

Ryan Camero of the Beehive Design 
Collective explains one of its illustrations. 
Members of the collective are out in 
the community gathering ideas and 
perspectives on issues in California. The 
illustrations are then a collaborative 
reflection of what they hear—and a 
means to educate and engage the public 
in dialogue and resistance. 
For more information, see 
http://beehivecollective.org. 
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Campus Sustainability Committee 
Awards First Scholarship
Christina Whiteside was recently 
chosen as the first winner of the CRC 
Sustainability Committee Scholarship 
in the amount of $270.

Christina was first introduced to the 
idea of sustainability when she moved 
into an all-women’s cooperative house 
at UC Berkeley in the summer of 2009. 
The focus of the house culture was 
sustainability—intensively recycling, 
reducing, and reusing and shopping 
locally. 

Fast forward a few years to Sacramento 
and motherhood. Inspired by her 
experiences at Berkeley, Christina 
decided to return to school as a 

geography major but soon switched 
to environmental studies and 
sustainability with geography.  

It has taken three years, but she is 
ending the Spring 2015 semester 
with an AA-T in geography and an 
AS in environmental studies and 
sustainability. In Fall 2015, she will 
be transferring to California State 
University, Sacramento as a geography 
major, with a planned emphasis in 
physical geography and geographic 
information systems. Her long-term 
plans have a local focus, tackling 
any forthcoming and growing 
environmental problems in her 
hometown of Sacramento. 

Christina also won the Joan Clemons 
Geography Scholarship ($250) this 
semester.

Congratulations and all the best to 
Christina! ◆

she researched the different clubs 
available to students—and soon 
joined Students for a Sustainable 
Future (SSF). 

As SSF’s social media manager, she 
helped fulfill the club’s paper-towel 
waste initiative, launch the Take 
Back the Tap campaign, and collect 
pledges for the 2015 Tap-a-Palooza 
contest, which the club won.

Tenley recently secured the position 
of Student Senate Secretary for 2015-
16, and as such she plans to advocate 
for sustainability. She will also be 
running for vice president of SSF 
so she can continue to contribute 
to sustainability efforts and ensure 
that the nature she loves remains 
preserved. ◆

Editor’s Note: In this series, we 
spotlight CRC students with an 
interest in sustainability issues.

Tenley Lillegard developed a love of 
nature at an early age. Her father was 
an outdoorsman who enjoyed taking 
the family on trips to places like 
Big Basin Redwoods State Park and 
Yosemite and Yellowstone National 
Parks.

She took that love of nature with 
her into adolescence, becoming a 
counselor at a summer camp in the 
forest just outside of South Lake 
Tahoe. It was there that she first 
began to learn about sustainability.

Tenley graduated from Cosumnes 
Oaks High School in 2014 and 
began classes at CRC in the fall. 
Wanting to get involved on campus, 

Tenley Lillegard’s Love of Nature Feeds Enthusiasm For Sustainability
Student Profile

Tenley Lillegard, along with friend César Aguirre, shows 
her support for the Restore the Delta campaign by posing  
at the Delta with handmade signs. The grassroots 
campaign uses public education and outreach to work 
towards the goal of restoring the Delta so that fisheries 
and farming can thrive together in the region. For more 
information, visit http://restorethedelta.org.

Sustainability Committee chair Steven Coughran 
congratulates Christina Whiteside on her award.

Page 6 of 7

http://restorethedelta.org


Cosumnes River College
Sustainability Committee

Members:
Steven Coughran (Chair)

Julie Elliot
John Ellis

Cindy Erickson
Cath Hooper
Bob Johnson

Christina Ocrant
Andrea Salmi

Sangchin Sertich
Debra Sharkey
Linnell Violett

Student Members:

César Aguirre 
Jaime Gonzalez

Newsletter:
Cindy Erickson

Cath Hooper
Christina Ocrant

We’re on the web!

Look for archived issues 
of the 

GREEN SCENE 
on the CRC Homepage

The SSF club and all the staff, students, 
and faculty who participated in Tap-a-
Palooza. Thanks to their efforts, CRC 
won with 1,397 pledges and will be 
awarded $1500 for additional refillable 
water stations. Congratulations SSF 
and CRC!

César Aguirre, CRC environmental 
studies student and SSF club past-
president, for making a public comment 
at the Sacramento City Council meeting 
on March 31, 2015. He spoke out in 
favor of reducing single-use plastic bags 
and urged councilmembers to focus on 
protecting our own state’s interests above 
out-of-state business interests.

Green Apple Awards

CRC Student Awarded 
Sustainability Internship

News In Brief
Sustainability Question Featured

Kudos to...

Kudos to...

The Sustainability Committee submitted 
the following question to the presidential 
impressions sessions: 

How would you work with our faculty, staff, 
and students to build upon our historical 
legacy of achievements toward sustainability 
and environmental responsibility during 
your tenure at CRC?  

The committee was pleased with the positive 
responses from the three finalists and looks 
forward, along with the members of the 
Students for a Sustainable Future club, to 
continuing a fruitful relationship with CRC’s 
president.

Jaime Gonzalez has been selected 
to participate this summer in 
Wayne State University’s RISEUP 
(Research Internships for a 
Sustainable Environment with 
Undergraduate Participation) 
program, a 12-week program that 
includes a $4,000 stipend. His 
particular project is titled “The 
Role of Environmental Education 
and Community Outreach in 
Organizational Sustainability of the 
Belle Isle Aquarium” (the oldest 
aquarium in the United States).

CRC Takes Back the Tap Campaign Update
Since the campaign started after spring break, 68 bottles have been sold—
that’s $1,375 raised from staff campaign donations and sales to students 
(in addition to the $1500 from the Tap-a-Palooza contest winnings).
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